
2024-12-08 – The Cast of Christmas – Part III – Navigating Life’s Uncertainties 
 
Summary 
This sermon explores the story of Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, as found in Matthew 1:18-25. It highlights 
Joseph's struggle with the unexpected news of Mary's pregnancy and his decision to trust God's plan despite the 
potential for public disgrace. The sermon draws parallels between Joseph's experience and our own lives, 
emphasizing the importance of faith and trust in God's higher plans, even when they disrupt our own. It encourages 
believers to seek God wholeheartedly and trust that He can use our trials and broken plans for a greater purpose. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we come before You with open hearts, ready to receive what You have for us today. Help us to 
trust in Your plans, even when they differ from our own. May we be open to Your guidance and find peace in 
knowing that Your ways are higher than ours. Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What is one unexpected change in plans you've experienced recently, and how did you handle it? 
 
Key Verses 
1. Matthew 1:18-25 
2. Jeremiah 29:11 
3. Genesis 50:20 
4. James 4:13-15 
 
Questions 
1. What do you think Joseph felt when he first learned of Mary's pregnancy? 
2. How do you typically react when your plans are disrupted? 
3. Why do you think God sometimes allows our plans to change? 
4. Can you share a time when a change in plans led to something unexpectedly positive? 
5. How can we discern when a change in plans is part of God's will? 
6. What does it mean to seek God with all your heart, as mentioned in Jeremiah 29:13? 
7. How can we support each other in trusting God's plans during difficult times? 
8. What steps can we take to strengthen our faith when facing uncertainty? 
 
Life Application 
This week, identify an area in your life where your plans have not gone as expected. Spend time in prayer, asking 
God to reveal His purpose in this situation and to help you trust in His greater plan. 
 
Key Takeaways 
1. Joseph's faith was tested when his plans were disrupted by God's greater purpose. 
2. God's plans often require us to trust beyond our understanding. 
3. Faith involves believing in God's goodness, even when we cannot see the full picture. 
4. God can use our trials and broken plans for His glory and our growth. 
5. Seeking God wholeheartedly is key to understanding His will for our lives. 
 
  



Ending Prayer 
Lord, thank You for the reminder that Your plans are always for our good, even when we don't understand them. 
Help us to trust You more deeply and to seek You with all our hearts. May we find peace in knowing that You are 
with us, guiding us every step of the way. Amen. 


