
2024-12-22 – The Cast of Christmas Part V - Understanding Mary's Journey: Lessons in Faith and Trust 
 
Summary 
This sermon focuses on the character of Mary, a central figure in the biblical narrative leading up to the birth of 
Jesus. It explores the challenges and fears she faced upon learning of her divine pregnancy, emphasizing the 
theme of life's interruptions and the need to trust in God's plan. The sermon highlights how Mary, despite her initial 
fear and doubt, clung to God's promises and found strength in the support of her cousin Elizabeth. It encourages 
believers to hold onto God's Word and seek encouragement from their faith community during times of struggle. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather today, we ask for open hearts and minds to receive Your Word. Help us to see the 
lessons You have for us in Mary's story and to trust in Your plans for our lives. May we be encouraged by Your 
promises and find strength in our community. Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What is one unexpected event in your life that turned out to be a blessing? 
 
Key Verses 
1. Luke 1:26-38 
2. Luke 1:46-55 
3. John 14:27 
4. Luke 1:37 
 
Questions 
1. What are some of the fears Mary might have faced upon hearing the angel's message? 
2. How do you think Mary's faith helped her navigate her unexpected situation? 
3. Can you recall a time when your plans were interrupted? How did you respond? 
4. Why is it important to have a community of faith during challenging times? 
5. What does it mean to you that 'no word from God will ever fail'? 
6. How can we apply Mary's example of trust and faith in our own lives? 
7. What role did Elizabeth play in supporting Mary, and how can we be like Elizabeth to others? 
8. How can we encourage each other to hold onto God's promises when we are struggling? 
 
Life Application 
This week, identify a promise from God's Word that you can hold onto. Share it with a friend or family member and 
discuss how it can encourage you both in your current situations. 
 
Key Takeaways 
1. Mary faced fear and doubt but chose to trust in God's promises. 
2. Life's interruptions can be opportunities to see God's plan unfold. 
3. Community support is vital in strengthening our faith during difficult times. 
4. God's Word is reliable, and His promises never fail. 
5. Encouragement from others can help us hold onto faith and hope. 
 
Ending Prayer 
Lord, thank You for the example of Mary and her faith in Your promises. Help us to trust in Your Word and find 
strength in our community. May we be a source of encouragement to one another, holding onto the truth that Your 
Word never fails. Guide us this week as we seek to live out Your promises in our lives. In Jesus' name, Amen. 


